[Timing and choice of intervention in necrotising pancreatitis].
Three patients, men aged 49, 62 and 33 years, were admitted with acute abdominal symptoms due to necrotising pancreatitis. They underwent multiple interventions during a hospital stay of several months, but ultimately recovered completely. In case of infected (peri-)pancreatic necrosis, intervention is required. Good clinical judgement in the differentiation between the septic inflammatory-response syndrome, sepsis and infected necrosis as the cause of the clinical condition is important. Because of the different intervention strategies, treatment by a team comprising a radiologist, gastroenterologist, intensive care specialist and gastrointestinal surgeon is required. Randomised studies on intervention in infected pancreatic necrosis are lacking. In 2002, to improve the treatment of patients with acute (necrotising) pancreatitis via a combination of research, consultation and centralisation, the Dutch Acute Pancreatitis Study Group was formed.